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Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4378. An act making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2020, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 2486. An act to reauthorize mandatory 
funding programs for historically Black col-
leges and universities and other minority- 
serving institutions. 

H.R. 4378. An act making continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2020, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2621. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting a report on 
the approved retirement of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Jerry D. Harris, Jr., United States Air 
Force, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–2622. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘National Industrial Security 
Program (NISP)’’ (RIN0790–AI71) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 12, 2019; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–2623. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Office of Inspector General 
(OIG) Privacy Program’’ (RIN0790–AK58) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 18, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–2624. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office 
of the Secretary, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Transitional Compensation 
(TC) for Abused Dependents’’ (RIN0790–AI99) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 18, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–2625. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Technical Amend-
ments to Update Cross-References to the 
Commission’s FOIA Regulations’’ (17 CFR 
Parts 200, 201, 229, 230, and 240) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 18, 2019; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2626. A communication from the Chair-
man of the United States International 
Trade Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘Trade Authorities 
Extension: Economic Impact of Trade Agree-
ments Implemented under the Bipartisan 
Trade Act of 2015’’; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2627. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Legislation, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Report to Congress: The Child Welfare Sys-

tem Response to Sex Trafficking of Chil-
dren’’; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2628. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, 
a semiannual report detailing telecommuni-
cations-related payments made to Cuba pur-
suant to Department of the Treasury li-
censes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2629. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data and defense 
services, to Taiwan to support the 30/40mm 
MK44 Bushmaster Automatic Cannon Sys-
tem and associated Ammunition Handling 
System for the Clouded Leopard Vehicle Pro-
gram in the amount of $50,000,000 or more 
(Transmittal No. DDTC 19–010); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2630. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion’s Office of Inspector General’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress and the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation Management’s 
Response for the period from October 1, 2017 
through March 31, 2018; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2631. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission’s Semiannual Report of the In-
spector General and a Management Report 
for the period from October 1, 2017 through 
March 31, 2018; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2632. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, transmitting, pursuant to law, the an-
nual report of the Chief Human Capital Offi-
cers Council for 2018; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2633. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman of the Administrative Conference 
of the United States, transmitting, a report 
of four recommendations adopted by the Ad-
ministrative Conference of the United States 
at its 71st Plenary Session; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2634. A communication from the Dep-
uty Bureau Chief, Wireline Competition Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Promoting Telehealth in 
Rural America’’ ((RIN3060–AF85) (FCC 19–78)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 17, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–2635. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to Safety Stand-
ard for Infant Bouncer Seats’’ (16 CFR Part 
1229) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on September 17, 2019; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–137. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of California urging 

the United States Congress to enact legisla-
tion to repeal the Government Pension Off-
set and the Windfall Elimination Provision 
from the Social Security Act; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 
Whereas, Two Federal Social Security Ad-

ministration laws, the Windfall Elimination 
Provision and the Government Pension Off-
set, passed by Congress more than 30 years 
ago without statistical analysis, diminish or 
eliminate the fully earned Social Security 
benefits or large numbers of public service 
employees in California: and 

Whereas, These provisions affect workers 
who have been employed in a government po-
sition that is not coordinated with the So-
cial Security program, such as California 
public school teachers who have not been 
able to receive Social Security credits since 
1965; and 

Whereas, Most peace officers, including the 
California Highway Patrol, firefighters, and 
many other public servants working for cit-
ies and special districts are not covered by 
Social Security, making them subject to 
these provisions; and 

Whereas, In California, more than 300,000 
retirees have had their Social Security bene-
fits diminished or completely eliminated by 
these laws; and 

Whereas, Effective government requires 
highly qualified and motivated personnel, 
and California government agencies need to 
compete to recruit and retain outstanding 
employees, including hiring 16,000 new public 
school teachers each year; and 

Whereas, The recruitment and retention of 
qualified individuals reentering the work-
force is impeded by these two provisions, 
which reduce or eliminate the Social Secu-
rity retirement benefits either earned by 
workers, themselves, or received through de-
pendent status; and 

Whereas, The Government Pension Offset 
severely cuts, and usually eliminates, all 
spousal and survivor benefits that were 
earned from what is deemed by the State of 
California to be community property in-
come; and 

Whereas, The Government Pension Offset 
requires that a recipient of benefits report 
any yearly cost-of-living increase in the re-
cipient’s public pension, so that the recipi-
ent’s Social Security benefits may be re-
duced by two-thirds of that amount; and 

Whereas, The Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion cuts earned Social Security benefits 
from work that is separate from the work for 
which the individual earned a pension from a 
governmental entity: and 

Whereas, The Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion subverts the purpose of Social Security 
retirement benefits by eliminating the for-
mula that reimburses low-income workers at 
a higher rate than high-income workers, 
causing severe hardships for those who have 
not had high-paying public service; and 

Whereas, Until 2005, there were no require-
ments that a public employer advise new 
workers that they would be subject to these 
penalties; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature requests that the Congress of the 
United States enact legislation to repeal the 
Government Pension Offset and the Windfall 
Elimination Provision from the Social Secu-
rity Act, and further requests that President 
Donald Trump sign that legislation; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary or the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and the Vice President of the 
United States, to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, to the Majority Leader of 
the Senate, to each Senator and Representa-
tive from California in the Congress of the 
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